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NAF Tournament Data Review of 2023 
This report looks at the data held in the NAF database of tournament games, so will not reflect 
league games or non-NAF tournament games. 
Number of Games 
2023 saw far and away the largest number of NAF games ever played in a year.  10,000 of these were 
over 3 days in Alicante, as 2300 coaches attended the 5th NAF World Cup, but removing this would 
have meant more games played than in 2019, when the 4th World Cup took place. 

 
Figure 1 - Number of Games from all variants 

Number of Active Coaches 
As well as number of games, we can look at the number of coaches who played in a NAF tournament 
in a particular year. There are always some for whom the World Cup is their only tournament of the 
year, and this was the case for 400 participants in Alicante.  Stripping these out to find the regular 
tournament players shows that the growth here continues.  There were over 1000 more people 
taking part in NAF tournaments in 2023 than in 2022, excluding the World Cup. 
 

 

Figure 2 – Active 
coaches per year, 
excluding those just 
attending world cup 
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Majors 
One of the developments in 2023 was Nationals being recognised as Majors in their own right, 
joining the large team tournaments and the 5 individual Majors.  More of these will be added in 
2024, and it’s obvious why, looking at for example the size of Spain’s Reva and Bilbali cups.  The first 
Welsh individual Major is taking place in just over a week’s time!  Chaos Cup moved to Florida, and 
grew, and we saw the NAF Championship sell out in super quick time, matching a trend in the 
popularity of tickets and sometimes the difficulty of getting hold of tickets! 
 

 
 
Variants 
The most popular variant of tabletop BB continues to be 7s.  Gutterbowl was released officially by 
GW as an official version of Streetbowl, which had a steady presence in the early years of the 
variants being recognised in the database.  Specialist is also increasing, and it will be interesting to 
see whether this grows in 2024, depending on how strict the sanctioning team is on deviations from 
the core rules, now that people are getting to grips with Blood Bowl 2020 and some of the associated 
difficulties, such as star players. 
 

 
  

Figure 3 – Players in Majors 

Figure 4 – Number 
of Variant Matches 
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Racial Breakdown 
 

 
Figure 5 - Success and Popularity 

In 2023 the domination of Underworld continued and got more extreme, with over 60% win rating.  
As expected the World Cup rules were used by many tournaments, which cemented this position as a 
winning Underworld roster was able to be built.  High Elves dropped down in popularity and 
effectiveness, and Skaven saw a big increase in popularity, again driven partly by their World Cup 
tiering. 
 
People in general still haven’t got the hang of playing Black Orcs, Nurgle, or Chosen, and 
unfortunately the axis for win % had to be extended downwards from last year to take account of the 
Goblin disastrous performance.  A new ruleset for Vampires was released, which saw a small boost in 
their popularity and quite a big boost in effectiveness, from 45% win rate to just over 50%, but it will 
be interesting to see where they finish in 2024 with a whole year of data in the new ruleset. 
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Prolific Coaches 
There was only one story for number of games in 2023, as Volkajo took on a charitable challenge for 
the Year of Blood Bowl and set a new record for the number of games of tabletop 11s in a year, 
though as it included multiple 24-hour tournaments he was one off PeterD’s record of 31 
tournaments, which still stands.  He spread the love around, playing 20 different races in those 30 
tournaments. 

 
Figure 6 - Prolific Coaches 

Tournament Winners 
Javin23 took home an impressive 8 tournament wins this year, and chaoshugs was again joint top for 
the number of best painted wins.  Well done to Duffins for his 5 Stunty Cup wins, all with Goblins! 

 
 
Figure 7 – Winners in BB2020 in 2023 
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Growth Across the World 
To look at growth internationally I’ve looked at the number of individual BB tournaments, excluding 
variants, excluding those that did not take place or did not get their games registered.  I’ve also 
excluded 2020 and 2021 due to the impact of Covid to show a sensible pattern of growth. 
Andorra managed its first NAF tournaments, and Slovenia and Lithuania continue to host, with 
rumours of at least one of these countries entereing a team in Eurobowl 2024 for the first time! 
 
2024 was the first year that the UK had the most tournaments, overtaking the US, although if you 
could include variants then America is still the place to be, with over 50 variant tournaments taking 
place in the US in 2023.  Australia managed to have almost twice as many as in 2022, as did New 
Zealand, and there was also substantial growth in Sweden, Finland and Germany. 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Figure 8 - Tournaments per Country 
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Rankings at Year End 
 
A new addition for this year is looking at who is top of the pops at the end of the year.  The main site 
has the full rankings, and Olivierdulac was riding high at a very satisfying 300.00.  Some people would 
be very tempted to stop there, as the ELO rankings do not decay.  As a side note, during the world 
cup Olivier also achieved the highest ever spot ranking, hitting 305 before a loss during the 
tournament.  He’s been playing vampires since, so we shall see what 2024 brings. 
 

 
 

 
 

The Last Updated column tells a tale, however, as if it says 23/06/21 that means the coach has not 
used that race in the BB2020 rules, so in Tableau I have built an equivalent set of rankings that only 
use races that have played under these rules. 
 

 
 
 
 

I will do some more playing around with rankings in 2024, as you will be able to add filters such as 
played in the last 2 years, or so on.  You can also combine countries, to find for example the best UK 
coach for a particular race.  All available on Tableau public. 
  

Figure 9 – Official BB2020 Rankings 

Figure 10 – Rankings for Coaches that have played BB2020 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/mike.sann0638.davies/viz/NAFTournamentList/ROWMobile
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Using this, you can also take quite a nice snapshot of who is currently top using each of the races in 
BB2020 rules.  Honourable mention for javin23 in there for holding three top spots, which you can 
only achieve by getting regular appearances in the most games stats and of course in most 
tournament wins! 
 

 
 

 
 

Looking Forward 
 
The big event of 2024 is the Eurobowl and Europen in Athens in September.  With the emphasis on 
the squad structure, it may be that we don’t see as many Euro rule tournaments as we saw World 
Cup rules tournaments in 2024, but it is still likely to have an influence as people practice ready to 
fight for national glory! 
 
You can find a full list of upcoming tournaments with maps here, and my Tableau Public profile 
contains interactive versions of all the analysis above.  Tourplay continues to grow and is probably 
now equal with Score as the default tournament software, though is obviously still internet reliant, 
so depends on the venue.  Team tournament functionality has just been announced, and no doubt 
there will be more developments over time. 
 
I’ll finish with a big thank you to TD Stimme and the tournament staff for all their work approving 
tournaments and supporting Tournament Organisers, and of course all the TOs for doing organising 
the tournaments that we all love! 
 

Figure 11 – Highest Ranked BB2020 for each race 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/mike.sann0638.davies/viz/NAFTournamentList/ROWMobile
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/mike.sann0638.davies/viz/NAFTournamentList/ROWMobile
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